As President of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Families Association she asks the public to come to the aid of the relatives of the rank and file, who are engaged in the war.
The organisation in whose interest she pleads has been well supported up to now, and as much as threequarters of a million sterling has been placed at its disposal.
But it has 80,000 families to relieve, and as this means an expenditure of no less than ?50,000 a month, its resources need to be replenished. We have not the slightest doubt that, in consequence of the Princess's touching appeal, the requisite help will be speedily forthcoming. The objects of the Association, the care of the wives and families of soldiers and sailors of the Queen, without any distinction and in whatsoever part of the world they may be serving, must recommend themselves to all sorts of people at all times, and especially while war is proceeding. Next week we propose to give some details of the nature of the work of the nursing branch, in which, of course, our readers are more directly interested. Jan. 5, 1901 That this should happen in a large and "wealthy city Hence a nurse should be trained to note and to describe correctly the appearance of the blood, whether dark or bright red, &c., at the time it was first seen. Again, perfectly healthy urine should be acid when it is first passed?i.e., if the blue litmus? paper be dipped into it, the colour of the paper should become red. But after it has been passed it has a tendency to become alkaline?i.e., it will turn the red litmus paper blue. Sometimes in disease, or when large doses of certain drugs, such as acetate of potash, are being taken, the urine may be alkaline when passed from the bladder, and as it is important for the doctor, when he finds the urine alkaline, to know whether it has become alkaline or was alkaline when it was passed, it is necessary for a nurse to be taught the test with litmus paper.
Fourthly, in many diseases, certain symptoms are apt to occur unexpectedly, and to call for instant treatment. Now it is obviously unreasonable to expect a nurse to know the possible complications of every disease and how to deal with them; and it is the duty of the doctor to inform the nurse in each case as to what complications may arise. Still, as he cannot foresee everything, a certain amount of knowledge on the part of the nurse is of great use.
Lastly, not only should a nurse know which diseases are infectious and which not, but it is the bounden duty of the physician to keep her well posted up in the latest additions to our knowledge of the mode in which infection is carried in each disease. The importance of this knowledge is well illustrated by the case of typhoid fever. It has been known for very many years that the poison which causes typhoid is found in the stools, and that the disease is contracted by swallowing water, or milk, &c., which has been contaminated by the stools from a typhoid patient. Consequently there should be no risk in nursing a typhoid patient, provided that the stools, or the linen soiled by the stools, were immediately disinfected, and strict rules enjoining this disinfection exist in all hospitals. Nevertheless, nurses do appear to contract typhoid at times. Certainly they are more liable to it than doctors or students. Now this may be explained by the discovery in the last few years of the fact that not only are the stools of typhoid patients poisonous, but that living typhoid bacilli, i.e., the germs which cause the disease, exist in the urine. It is quite possible that, in the past, the elaborate precautions which have been taken as regards the immediate disinfection of the stools and everything touched by the stools has not been extended to the urine and the linen or utensils which are soiled by it; and there is reason to hope that the discovery of this additional source of danger will lead to a diminution in the number of cases, especially among nurses.
(To be continued.) T Ja^rS)}1" " THE HOSPITAL" NURSING MIRROR.
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Christmas in tbe Ibospitals.
By Our Own Commissioners. patient, and a new shilling for each child. Another doctor gave the matron a sovereign to buy things for them. At mid-day a good dinner was provided for the patients, and most tastefully laid out in the pretty day-room by the matron. In the afternoon there was a patients' " At Home," and each one had a few friends to tea, and spend the evening. In the evening they had a bran dip. They also had music and singing, and there were games of " hunt-theslipper " and " musical chairs," in which the matron and nurses joined to the great delight of the patients. 
